
International Climate Change University to Address Gaps in Global Climate 

Action: A Pioneering Initiative to Foster International Collaboration and Capacity 

Building 

In a bid to address the pressing challenges posed by climate change and the need for robust 

institutional frameworks, President Ranil Wickremesinghe officially launched the International 

Climate Change University (ICCU) on 03rd November. The President emphasized the 

necessity of institutional changes following the Paris Climate Agreement and highlighted the 

absence of alternative bodies to effectively tackle the on-going climate crisis. 

President Wickremesinghe underlined that, despite the global commitment to the Paris 

Agreement, no significant institutional changes were implemented to assist the world in 

achieving the agreed-upon targets. Recognizing the urgency of the situation, the ICCU aims 

to fill this void by developing postgraduate-level capacity building, serving as a crucial 

support system for climate sciences. 

For full Media Release:  

https://pmd.gov.lk/news/president-wickremesinghe-launches-international-climate-change-

university-to-address-gaps-in-global-climate-action/ 

 

Bold Tropical Belt Initiative, for a Paradigm Shift in Climate Funding: A 

Multilateral Approach to Combat Global Warming and Foster Sustainable 

Development 

In a compelling address delivered on 02nd November at COP28 held in Dubai, UAE, President 

Ranil Wickremesinghe unveiled the ground-breaking Tropical Belt Initiative, a visionary plan 

aimed at addressing the challenges of global warming and securing sustainable development 

for nations within the tropical belt. The President’s speech highlighted the urgency of the 

initiative, emphasizing the need for a paradigm shift in climate funding and a multilateral 

approach to achieve meaningful results. 

The Tropical Belt Initiative focuses on harnessing commercial investments in vital natural 

resources within the tropical belt, such as forests, swamps, and mangroves. President 

Wickremesinghe emphasized the importance of making these investments commercially 

viable, unlocking the funds needed to combat global warming. He highlighted the initiative’s 

potential to attract private sector involvement, contributing to the ambitious goal of securing 

trillions of dollars annually. 

Furthermore, President Wickremesinghe shed light on the collaboration with the Indian 

Ocean Rim Association to promote the blue economy and create a sustainable Indian Ocean. 

The combination of the tropical belt initiative and efforts in the Indian Ocean is envisioned to 

become the world’s largest global sink for carbon. 

For full Media Release  

https://pmd.gov.lk/news/president-launches-bold-tropical-belt-initiative-at-cop28-proposing-a-

paradigm-shift-in-climate-funding/ 
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