dedw qmom
QeusfipTL (B SIMWDESH
FOREIGN MINISTRY

H00Y el 3F@ 2anet L8 ¢l GRUTS SLELY QsrEuy 1 Republic Building, Colombo 1, Sri Lanka

Media Release

Sri Lanka and the European Union identify areas for close collaboration

Foreign Minister Prof. G.L Peiris met with the Commissioner of the European Union for
International Partnerships Jutta Urpilainen, on the sidelines of the Mimstenial Forum for

Cooperation 1n the Indo-Pacific, held at the French Foreign Ministry in Parns.

Minister Prof Peins discussed with EU Commussioner Urpilainen the strengthening of
partnerships between Sr1 Lanka and the European Union with regard to value added exports such
as garments, flavoured teas, spices including cinnamon and pepper, fisheries products, gems and
jewellery. as well as partnerships in respect of mvestments in prionity sectors like the hospitality
sector, Information Technology. food processing, power and energy. and the production of
pharmaceuticals.

The discussion also touched on health policy cooperation, connectivity among ports and
harbours in the region, vocational traimng, digitalization and other aspects of people to people
contact.

European Commussioner Urpilamnen told Mimster Prof Peins that the EU i1s increasingly

outward looking in reaching out to countries around the Indian Ocean and the Pacific, and that
there are clear synergies in the areas of activity identified by the Foreign Minister of Sn Lanka.
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